
 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of Eynsford Parish Council held on Thursday 19th 

January 2023, at the Parish Office, Priory Lane, Eynsford, at 7.30pm. 
               

 

8953 PRESENT 

  

 Members Present 

Mr A Cooke 

Mrs W Gee 

 Mrs F Haxby 

 Mr N Rix 

 Mr P Ward  

 

 Others Present 

Mr J Gee, Mrs H Barker, Mr J Barker, Mrs P Penney 

 

 Clerk in Attendance 

 Mrs H Ivaldi 

 

8954 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

  

 Mrs S Boyle, Mr M Barker, Mr M Richardson, Cllr R Gough 

 

8955 CHAIR’S REMARKS 

 

Mr Ward thanked Mrs Gee and Mr Barker for taking on some new responsibilities from Mr 

Cooke, namely Common Meadow and Castlefield Allotments, while he concentrates on the 

village hall project. 

 

8956 CLERK’S COMMENTS 

  

The Clerks reminded councillors about the Repair Café that would be held on Saturday 21st 

January. 

 

8957 GOVERNANCE 
 

 a) Declarations of Interest 

 

 None. 

  
b) Minutes of Previous Meeting 

 

The minutes of the last full council meeting held on the 15th December 2022 were presented for 

approval.  

 

RESOLVED:  That the minutes are accepted as a true and complete record and that the 

recommendations are approved.  

  

 c) Finance Notes  

 

The clerk submitted a list of accounts, and a budget report, for December 2022, as per Appendix 

A.  



 

 

 

RESOLVED: That the accounts are approved, and that the payments made. 

 

d) Budget 2023/24 

 

Councillors were asked to approve to the council budget for 2023/24 and the precept request of 

£90,188.00.   

 

RESOLVED: That the budget accepted and a precept of £90,188.00 is requested. 

 

e) Councillors Absence 

 

Councillors were asked to agree to the continued absence of Mrs Boyle due to health reasons. 

 

RESOLVED: That Mrs Boyle’s absence is approved until the end of the current term (May 2023) 

due to poor health. 

 

f) Public Works Loan 

 

Following the decision made on 3rd October 2022, councillors were asked to review the decision 

to take out a Public Works Loan to help fund the village hall project.  

 

RESOLVED: That, as the village hall project team have indicated that they do not require the 

funding until after 2023/24, the loan is not applied for at this time. That the loan may be 

reconsidered in the future. 

 

g) Annual Parish Meeting 

 

Councillors were asked to agree a date for the Annual Parish Meeting which must take place 

between 1 March and 1 June 2023. 

 

RESOLVED: That the Annual Parish Meeting is held on 31st March 2023 in the village hall 

between 6.30 and 8.30pm. 

 

h) Public Notice, Disposal of Land 

 

The Clerk informed members that the council is required to place a public notice in a local 

newspaper for two consecutive weeks to advise the public of the proposed disposal of Open 

Spaces land at Harrow Meadow and Allotment land at Castlefield. The notice will also be 

displayed on the council’s website. The notice will cost £285.60 + VAT. 

 

RESOLVED: That the cost of taking out a Public Notice in the Sevenoaks Chronicle for two 

weeks is approved, costing £285.60+VAT to come out of the Village Hall Associated Fees 

budget. 

 

8958 PLANNING 

  

a) Report of the Last Planning Committee Meeting 

 

Councillors were asked to approve the report of the Planning Committee meeting held on 3rd 

January 2023. 

 



 

 

RESOLVED:  That the report is approved. 

 

 b) Notifications of Planning Consents/Refusal 
 

 22/03181/FUL   Eagle Heights Bird of Prey Centre  Granted 

 22/02761/HOUSE  Applegarth, Priory Lane   Granted       

22/02897/HOUSE  53 Eynsford Rise    Withdrawn 

 22/02422/HOUSE  7 Birch Close     Granted 

 

 c) Planning Application 22/03445/FUL – Land Adj. 42 Riverside, Eynsford 

 

 Councillors discussed an application for the erection of one building containing two new semi-

detached dwellings with associated hard and soft landscaping, including new access from 

Riverside, at this address. 

  

 RESOLVED: That no objections are made. 

 

 d) Planning Application 22/03494/HOUSE – 43 Saddlers Park, Eynsford 

 

 Councillors discussed an application for a proposed loft conversion with rear dormer to form a 

new bedroom and ensuite bathroom at this address. 

 

 RESOLVED: That no objections are made. 

 

 e) Planning Application 22/03507/HOUSE – 4 Birch Close, Eynsford 

 

 Councillors discussed an application for the demolition of the existing rear conservatory and the 

erection of a two-storey rear extension at this address. 

 

 RESOLVED: That no objection is made. 

 

8959 HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION 

 

a) Report of the Last Highways & Transportation Committee Meeting 

 

Councillors were asked to approve the report of the Highways & Transportation Committee 

meeting held on 3rd January 2023. 

 

RESOLVED:  That the report is approved. 

 

b) Streetlight Contract 

 

Members were informed that the council’s streetlight contractor ‘Streetlights’ will be increasing 

its maintenance contract price by 5% for the new financial year. The new price would be £3471.22 

and the budget is £3500.00. 

 

RESOLVED: That the new contract at £3471.22pa is approved. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

8960 COMMUNITY 

 

a) Police/Crime Report  

 

 The Clerk provided details of crime statistics for November 2022: 

  

In November 10 crimes were reported as follows: 

 

 Lullingstone Golf Club  1 x Public Order Offence 

 Lullingstone Visitor Centre  1 x Violence/Sexual Offence 

 Lullingstone Roman Villa  1 x Burglary 

 Eynsford Station   1 x Violence/Sexual Offence 

 Station Road    1 x Other Theft 

 Mill Lane    5 x Violence/Sexual Offence 

  

RESOLVED: That the information is noted. 

 

b) Henry Cox Charity 

 

Mr Richardson had sent a report that the charity’s monies had been distributed to recipients in 

Eynsford and Crockenhill. 

 

RESOLVED: That the information is noted. 

 

c) Churchyard Maintenance, St Botolph’s Lullingstone 

 

Councillors were asked to agree to a donation towards the cost of churchyard maintenance at St 

Botolph’s church. 

 

RESOLVED: That £200 is donated from the Churchyard Maintenance budget. 

 

d) Churchyard Maintenance, St Martin’s, Eynsford 

 

Councillors were asked to consider a donation towards the cost of churchyard maintenance at St 

Martin’s church. 

 

RESOLVED: That a donation of £700 is made from the Churchyard Maintenance budget. 

 

e) KALC Community Award 

 

Councillors were asked to decide on who would receive the Community Award for 2023 from 

those nominated. 

 

RESOLVED: That Sarah Boyle receives the award in recognition of her fifteen years on the 

parish council, and her work supporting many village groups and organisations including St 

Martin’s Church, Riverside Players, Eynsford Village Society and many more. 

 

f) Donation to Trident Magazine 

 

Councillors were asked to consider contributing towards the cost of produce the Trident magazine. 

 

RESOLVED: That a donation of £100 is made from the Donations budget. 



 

 

 

g) Banner for the Parish Council 

 

Councillors were asked to consider purchasing a pop-up banner for use at public/community 

events. Costs start at as little as £40.00. 

 

RESOLVED: That options and prices are brought to the next meeting. 

 

At this point, 8.24pm the meeting opened up to members of the public. 

The meeting resumed at 8.45pm. 

 

8961 OPEN SPACES 

 

a) Permission to Use Common Meadow for a Private Party 

 

Councillors were asked decide whether to approve permission to use Common Meadow for a 

private party on 27th August ending at 11pm. The party will include music and dancing and the 

erection of a tent. The cricket club have already been approached and have agreed. 

 

RESOLVED:  That the request to hold a party is approved. That the organiser will be required to 

let neighbouring properties know about the party in advance, that dogs will not be allowed, that all 

litter must be removed and any damage made good. That the party and associated noise ends 

promptly at 11pm. 

 

b) Permission to Use Common Meadow for Eynstock  

 

Councillors were asked to approve a request to use Common Meadow for Eynstock on 28th 

August. This community event would involve live music and raise funds for the new village hall. 

It would end by 5pm. 

 

RESOLVED: That permission is granted for Eynstock to take place. That all litter is removed and 

the site made good. 

 

c) Repairs to Riverside Green 

 

Councillors were asked to agree a plan to repair the section of Riverside at the tip of the grass 

where is has washed away leaving a large hole and potential trip hazard. 

 

RESOLVED: That Mr Free is asked to provide a quote to dig out and fill the hole with hardcore 

or plastic sandbags filled with soil. That this is then covered with soil and seed or the removed 

turf. That cones are put at the hole to prevent accidents. 

 

8962 FACILITIES & ENVIRONMENT 

 

a) Report of the Last Facilities & Environment Committee Meeting 

 

Councillors were asked to approve the report of the Facilities & Environment Committee meeting 

held on 3rd January 2023 

 

RESOLVED:  That the report is approved. 

 

The meeting ended at 9pm. 



 

 

 

 

 

  Chairperson: 16th February 2023 


